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what sorl of little boy he was, or rather what sort
of people he belonged to,
" Of course I have a nurse, and a mother too,"
said the little boy, opening wide his eyes in
surprise at the question. ''Haven't you?
Perhaps you're too big, though. People leave
off having nurses and mothers when they're big,
don't they ? Just like birthdays. But / won't.
I won't never leave oft having a mother, anyway.
I don't care so much about nurse and birthdays,
not kite so much. Did you care when you had
to leave off, when you got too big? "
" I hadn't to leave off because I got big," said
Griselda sadly. " I left off when I was much
littler than you," she went on, unconsciously
speaking as Phil would best understand her.
" My mother died/'
" I'm werry sorry," said Phil; and the way in
which he said it quite overcame Griselda's un-
friendliness. " But perhaps you've a nice nurse.
My nurse is rather nice; but she will 'cold me
to-day, won't she? " he added, laughing, point-
ing to the terrible rents in his garments. " These
are my very oldestest things; that's a good
thing, isn't it ? Nurse says I don't look like
Master Phil in these, but when I have on my